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P eople come to Seaside Home for a
      variety of reasons. There is, of course, 
the beach. The sand, the sun, the waves—a 
constant reminder of God’s majesty. Some 
come for the relaxation, a break from everyday 
life, whether that be a good book or a quick 
snooze on a porch rocking chair. And others 
come for the Christian atmosphere, the daily 
devotions and the lifelong friendships created 
there. But Sandy Parente comes to Seaside 
Home to write poetry. And she shared her 
poem about Seaside Home at the weekly 
talent show.

“When I sat down to write this poem, I just asked myself, what does Seaside Home 
mean to me?” Sandy says. “I just wanted to find a way to describe what makes 
Seaside Home so special to me and the families that come here.” Sandy says she 
wrote this particular poem during the week of her stay at Seaside Home.

Sandy, 80, has been attending Seaside Home for the past 32 years, at first with her two daughters as a single mother, and now on her 
own. Her daughters attended until their early teens. “As we started to get to know Seaside Home and the other guests, we started to 
come every year. Things haven’t changed much through the years,” Sandy says. “Seaside Home grew to be the highlight of our year.”

Seaside Home stay promotes creativity

Seaside Home managers Jennifer Vasey, 
Carolyn Doerr, and Nancy Conver serve 
guests during the weekly ice cream social.

My Ode to
Seaside Home

Seaside Home is just the best
Sand and sun, and all the rest.

We arrive with a smile and a happy face
That troubles and worries cannot erase.

We enjoy the sermons every day,
And feel so blessed when we pray.
Sadly enough the week does end.

We say, “good-bye” to each new friend.
But, the spiritual strength we gather here

Will firmly last throughout the year.
GOD BLESS SEASIDE HOME 

By Sandy Parente

Half-week stay available this season
Not able to commit an entire week for vacation this summer? The Seaside 
Home Board of Managers is adding one three-night stay to its 2026 
schedule. June 24-27 will accommodate all  guests at the following rates:

	 Age 14-adult	 $150
	 Age 10-13	 $75
	 Age 5-9	 $45
	 Age 2-4	 $20
	 Age 0-1	 free

Enjoy all the same amenities
in a shortened week! Please
see the enclosed registration
form to register.

“Providing Christian vacations for 147 years”
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The Beacon is distributed to all 
guests, donors, and friends of 
Seaside Home once each year. 
If you have any questions or 
news, or to be removed from our 
mailing list, please contact:
 
Carolyn Doerr
Editor and Chair,
Outreach Committee
CarolynLDoerr@gmail.com
 
The mission of Seaside Home is 
to spread the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and to give spiritual 
as well as physical refreshment 
to our guests.
 
Linda Allebach
President
linda@sojournersuites.com
(215) 872-7313
 
Joanne Criswell, Registrar
7676 Rockstone Lane
Mobile, AL 36695
contact@SeasideHomeNJ.org

Dear Friends,
Since the late 1800s, the Lord has graciously allowed Seaside Home to share 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and to provide both spiritual and physical 
refreshment to all who visit. We have much to be thankful for. God has been 
faithful. In 2025, many friends partnered with us to help continue this mission.

On behalf of the entire Seaside Home Board of Managers, we want to express our 
deepest gratitude to everyone who participated in the ministry last year. The Lord 
provided 11 pastors who generously volunteered their time to share the Good 
News. Our dedicated staff served our guests with faithfulness and joy. Many friends 
supported us financially. Many prayed. And God provided. We thank the Lord for 
each of you, and we are truly blessed to have you as part of this mission. We pray 
that God will bless you abundantly for your kindness and your commitment to 
the work of Seaside Home. Because of your continued support, we are excited to 
share that the dining hall and cottage now have a new roof. Praise the Lord for His 
ongoing provision.

We hope you will consider joining us this summer for a week of spiritual 
refreshment. Please invite a friend to come along. Come and see what the Lord is 
doing at Seaside Home in 2026. Return to reconnect with old friends and to make 
new ones.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”
— Matthew 11:28

                              Blessings be with you now and always,
                              Linda L. Allebach
    		           Linda L. Allebach, President

Large gaming monitors
and hoverboards are not

permitted at Seaside Home.

Staff have a little fun
on Taco Tuesday!

This year we will be continuing 
our roof replacement fundraiser. 
Please help as you are able. 

Roof replacement
fundraiser





Registration Procedures
Reservation requests will be processed beginning March 1. Enclosed you will find four forms:
1.  Submit the First Time Guest Reference Form if you have not been a guest with us before. Remember to have your pastor 

complete and sign the reference area. You can send this form before, or with, the request form. 
2.  Please read the 2026 Policies. They are very important, and you really do need to know them. 
3.  Fill out the Reservation Request Form.  Each adult must submit his or her own form. This helps keep our records accurate and 

up to date. If you are bringing your children and Grandma, and Grandma has a different address, please send us a form with her 
information in addition to the form for yourself and children. If you are bringing adult, unmarried children, and they live at your 
address, you can list them on your request; please include individual email addresses. Married couples should submit one form, 
include individual email addresses, but designate one email address as primary. 

4.  The 4th form, the Temporary Caretaker and Medical Authorization Form, is required when you bring a child, under the age of 
18, who is not your child or legal ward. The form should be submitted with the reservation request. The form must be submitted 
before the child is confirmed on the reservation. Contact the Registrar if you have any questions. NOTE: Some medical facilities 
may require a notarized form. 

Please take a look at our website at www.SeasideHomeNJ.org. for helpful information, or to contact the Registrar via email. All forms 
can be downloaded and printed from the website for your convenience. 



(see p. 1 for fees)



On the porch with the registrar 



 Come, ye, let us walk in 
the light of the Lord.

— Isaiah 2:5

On the porch with the registrar 

We are once again accepting donations of new white twin-
size sheet sets and mattress covers, gently used toddler 
toys for the front porch play area, gently used sand toys 
for an outdoor sharing bin and children’s books (no small 
pieces, please).

How you can help this year
Cook, Assistant Cook,

Kitchen Associates, Housekeepers
Room and Board Provided

Summer Positions Available

Important dress information
As a Christian organization in New Jersey, we must 
follow not only the rules of the state but also, more 
importantly, we must follow the rules of the Bible. One 
important area that often requires some reminders 
is in the area of dress. For health and safety, we must 
wear shoes at all times when not in our rooms. But for 
modesty, midriff tops and very short shorts should not 
be worn while at Seaside Home. Bathing suits must be 

covered at all times (no sheer bathing 
suit cover-ups) and not worn during 
meals. Proper undergarments must be 
worn, and men and women must be 
fully dressed when leaving the shower 
areas. Thank you for your

                                cooperation.

Joanne Criswell
Joanne Criswell, registrar

       ecently I was listening to a song titled “In Summer.” A
        friendly snowman named Olaf sings about his daydream 
of being a snowman in the summertime. Olaf says, “When life 
gets rough, I like to hold on to my dream, of relaxing in the 
summer sun, just lettin’ off steam.” 

I won’t see snow down here in Alabama, but I know most of 
you will. When snow disappears and the promise of spring and 
warmer days comes, many of us think about the same thing—
the beach. I know it is a summer highlight for my family.  
Another highlight of our summer is wandering down the 
beach looking for treasures. Sometimes it’s a pile of seaweed, 
or the skeleton of a horseshoe crab, but occasionally we find 
something worthy of holding on to. A seashell without blemish 
is one of those treasures for me.  

Seashells often roll in on the sand, broken and less than 
perfect. At times we can feel like we are in the deep waters that 
churn and toss us about in a similar way. We wonder if, when 
we hit the shore, anything will be left of us. Let me remind you 
today that God is always with us. We can know with certainty 
that our Redeemer lives and He loves us. 

Spring is coming, followed by summer where soon you will 
find yourself wandering along the beach looking for treasures. 
You won’t find Olaf (don’t tell him that!) unless you build a 
snowman in the sand.  

Praying for you,

R Seaside Home is 
pleased to announce 
the return of 
Mary Beth Rush, 
accompanied 
by her husband 
Mike, as the 2026 
superintendant. 
Welcome back, Mary 
Beth!

Beloved superintendent returns



The Board of Managers of 
Seaside Home would like to 
give special thanks to: 

Lisa Leo, Taylor Made Graphics, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., for donating her 
time and talents in the design of this 
newsletter. 

And to Tiger Printing, which donated 
100 percent of the paper and printing 
fees for this publication.

Your generosity has made 
this newsletter possible! 

TIGER PRINTING GROUP
215.799.0500 • www.tigerpg.com

TAYLORMADEGRAPHICS
717.805.6567

           Seaside
           Home
7676 Rockstone Lane
Mobile, AL 36695

     easide Home recently created the Seaside Home Historical Committee to help document and preserve the almost-150-year-old
      history of the home. Managers Ann Bennett, Barbara Boyer, Nancy Conver, Chris Creager and Pat Smith (chair) currently 
make up the committee. “We all love Seaside Home and it’s rich Christian history,” says Pat. “Our mission is to collect, preserve, 
share, educate and give all the Glory to God for His goodness in continuing His kingdom work begun in 1879 out at Cape May 
Point.”

Pat continues, “The original register books from 1879 have miraculously survived,” she says. “They give us wonderful clues to our 
foundation of a ministry started by a group of Christian women giving mothers and children the opportunity to enjoy a summer 
vacation at the shore.”

Chris Creager, manager and committee member, was a guest 
at the Cape May Point home when she was 3 years old. She has 
since hired a professional researcher and gifted his findings to 
Seaside Home. It includes old newspaper articles, plot plans, 
deeds, and more.

The original Seaside Home at the Point “toppled into the sea 
during a big storm tide,” according to a Cape May Star and 
Wave article dated March 5, 1942. The current Seaside Home 
building was purchased in November 1942. 

In three years, Seaside Home will be celebrating its 150th 
Anniversary. Guests are invited to be a part of Seaside Home 
history by sharing information, stories, pictures or memories. 
If you were a guest at Seaside Home when it was at Cape May 
Point we would love to speak with you! Please contact Pat 
Smith at psmith610@ gmail.com, or 610-494-4707.

New committee helps preserve rich history of Seaside Home
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